2009 National Town Class Regatta

Spofford Yacht Club - Spofford, NH

Invitation and Notice of Regatta
The Spofford Yacht Club is pleased to invite skippers, crews and friends to the National Town Class Association's  2009 National Regatta. The Regatta is to be held Friday, Saturday and Sunday July 31st, August 1st and 2nd at the Spofford Yacht Club, in Spofford, New Hampshire. There will be two separate racing events during this weekend. On Friday there will be an Around the Island Race, giving skippers and crew a chance to adjust to "lake sailing" in New Hampshire. On Saturday (4 races) and Sunday (2 races), weather permitting, the races will be for the National Championship. 

Membership in the National Town Class Association is required for all entrants. Yachts and competitors will be declared eligible upon acceptance of official entry form and appropriate fees. The NTCA annual business meeting and other events are also planned. Please refer to the schedule below for details.

Around the Island Race

A race will be held on Spofford Lake on Friday, July 31st, 2009 starting at 3:00 PM. From a starting line located close to the Yacht Club, boats will be required to sail around the island located in the southwest corner of the lake. Skippers will be allowed to select whichever course seems most appropriate and may round the island in either a clockwise or counter-clockwise direction. Boats must then return to a finish line located at the Yacht Club. All yachts and competitors entered in the National Championships are eligible to compete in this race. See sailing instructions for details. (Instructions to follow.)

National Championships

Six races are planned for this National Championship series with a minimum of 4 races required to complete the series. The Town Class Championship Trophy and individual prizes will be awarded for each race and the over-all series.  These races will be held on Saturday, August 1st and Sunday, August 2nd. All races will be subject to weather conditions. If five (5) or six (6) races are completed, then each competitor will be allowed one (1) "Throw Out" race. If four races are completed, there will be NO throw outs.  Racing will be governed by ISAF "Racing Rules of Sailing", the prescriptions of US Sailing, N.T.C.A. and the "Regatta Sailing Instructions". The "low-point" scoring system and the "720" rule will be used. Please contact the Regatta Committee with any questions or clarifications. Boats shall carry such equipment as required in the USSA and the NTCA class rules and the "Regatta Sailing Instructions" as well as this notice.

Safety Equipment

Anchor and ground tackle, bailer, compass, (1) USCG approved life preserver for each sailor on board, (1) "throwable" Type IV preserver, paddle or oar, towline, signaling device, properly affixed sail numbers and measurement certification as prescribed by the NTCA are among the safety requirements. Failure to comply with any of the Regatta requirements constitutes grounds for disqualification. All boats are subject to safety inspection.

Regatta Schedule

Thursday, July 30th: Boat launch assistance will be available all day. Registration for the Regatta begins at noon.

Friday, July 31st: Boat launch assistance will be available as needed. Lunch will be available at the Club starting at 1:00 PM. Skippers meeting will take place at 2:00 PM. Harbor gun will be at about 2:30 PM with the Around the Island Race scheduled to begin at approximately 3:00 PM. 

Saturday, August 1st: Light breakfast will be available starting at 9:00 AM. Skippers meeting will take place at 11:00 AM. Bag lunches will be available at the Club. Harbor Gun will be at 12:30 PM. The first race is scheduled to begin at 1:00 PM, weather permitting. Subsequent races will start immediately after finish of each race. 

Sunday, August 2nd: Light breakfast at 8:30 AM (in conjunction with Annual Business Meeting). 

Skipper's meeting following Annual Meeting. Harbor Gun at 10:00 AM. First race will start at 10:30 AM, weather permitting. Second race will start immediately following the finish of the first race.

Please note that the above schedule is subject to change. Any changes will be indicated in the Regatta Sailing Instructions and/or discussed at skipper's meetings on race day.

Social Events

Friday Evening, July 31st: Cook Out at the Spofford Yacht Club starting at approximately 6:00 PM. Hot dogs, hamburgers, salads, and festive snacks will be served along with soft drinks. There will be plenty of time to renew old acquaintances and discuss the perils of "rounding the island".

Saturday Evening, August 1st: Dinner at the Spofford Yacht Club will start with drinks and Hors d' Oeuvres at 6:00 PM and a catered dinner served at 7:00 PM. Stay around after dinner to dance to live music including 50s, 60s and 70s favorites with some Jimmy Buffet thrown in for good measure. 

Sunday Awards Luncheon, August 2nd: We will try to begin the luncheon and awards ceremony by 1:30 PM. Enjoy our farewell luncheon and cheer the award winning crews! 

Please note that in accordance with Spofford Yacht Club policy, no alcoholic beverages will be served during any of our regatta events. You are however, welcome to Bring Your Own wine, beer and other alcoholic beverages for your own responsible enjoyment. 
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